Unfortunately for suffering humanity, the records of medicine, in and it appears to me that such an occurrence will not be met with except in cases attended with gangrene. The intestines, however, both great and small, were unusually distended with air; and to this * In consequence of this separation of the recti muscles, and the course observed by the epigastric arteries, a longitudinal incision may be made in performing the Caisarean section, to either side of the linea alba, with perfect safety to these vessels. I think it will be much better, indeed, to make the incision to one side or other of the umbilicus, than in the linea alba, where some have directed it. For, by making it in the linea alba, it is clear that we must separate the abdominal muscles at their central attachment, and, by so doing, greatly diminish that support which they afford to the abdominal viscera. But whether we are to be influenced by this last consideration or not, in making our incision, it is certainly of consequence to be aware of the change in the situation of the epigastric arteries, if it were merely with a view to their safety.
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